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PARTY PAD Randall Bea]dand Carl Lana put a patent leather récamier
.. in the house’s entrance haﬂ,'_;t long with other reflective objects. Amy

» Lau’s tropical living room reads vintage but is actually custom-made.

Photographs by Raeanne Glovanni-Inoue for The New York Times

Kips Bay, Where Everything Glitters

By PENELOPE GREEN

HERE was a celebratory fizz all along Madison

I Avenue last week, on that stretch of the Upper

East Side that makes a kind of decorator’s gulch,

and that serves as a barometer of the rarefied neigh-
borhood’s consumer confidence.

The Kips Bay Decorator Show House, the interior

design world’s yearly coming-out party, was having its
unofficial curtain-raising, which coincided with a few
others. .
At 63rd Street, Wall Streeter-turned-decorato:
Charlotte Moss threw open the doors of her new store,
a five-story town house emporium laid out, as it hap-
pens, like a decorator’s show house in lush, high-'80s
style with lots of silk taffeta. The Colony Club set bot-
tlenecked in the trompe I’oeil limestone foyer, while
the doorman, a burly and affable guy, kept his back to
the door frame, hiding the fresh paint that had
smeared his suit jacket.

On the Upper East Side, a shiny
disco ball of a show house.

A few blocks north, at 70th Street and within shoot-
ing distance of the Gucci store across the street, Tom
Ford was “at home” in his new men’s store to a select
group of reporters (though not this one; the three po-
litely thuggish bouncers outside made sure of that).

Peering through the windows, you could hardly
see through the gloom cast by the gray suede walls, the
beaver fur rugs, the macassar ebony staircase. Wom-
en in black-and-white maid’s outfits wandered about,
amping up the “Eyes Wide Shut” decadence of the
place, which has been designed as a copy of Mr. Ford’s

own home in London. It was clear that that there was a
party going on — a party that felt, even to the uninvited
hovering outside, a bit sexual, a bit pharmaceutical
and utterly financial (men in suits doing nasty things).
There were no bouncers at the Kips Bay show
house, held this year, its 35th, in a 1904 Beaux-Arts
town house at 14 East 82nd Street (and open to the pub-
lic for four weeks starting Tuesday). But nonetheless a
raucous party atmosphere dominated that afternoon,
as decorators, assistants and artisans tweaked the
rooms amid the aural stew of competing soundtracks.
There was world music, disco, jazz, opera, the Bloom-
berg Report on three screens hung like paintings over
the fireplace in Noel Jeffrey’s elegant “power room,”
and the thunderous soundtrack of “The Fifth Ele-
ment,” a truly terrible Bruce Willis movie that came
with the Sony plasma television and DVD player in the
architect Stephen Miller Siegel’s pale gold silk media

Continued on Page 6
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Townhouse to Show Hous

Dramatic pictures of the blast
at E. 62nd S1. Bullock now

owns the property.

wner of four upper East

Sude townhouses, real

estate dewelopor Janna

Bublock {pictured left) is
MG SIrANQET (o OLCOrATr SROW ROUSPS.
Ths s the second home she has hent
to the Kips Bay Boys and Girls Chub
Decoratior Show House in the pasi
thres years.

“it"s a greal way to bring nolorety
1o the house and Qive something Back
to 4 good cause.” says Bullock, who
nas put hér §4 E B2nd SL mansion on
the market for 525 million.

The top design show houso in the
workd, Kips Bay Decorator Show House
highlights the work of the leagding

herre. My Mother wis A Mmutet tehthes
who raised me by herself. | buift thes
business myself.”

HOw?

“1 bary things no ong else wants that
are in territee condition and | restore
them,” ihe says with 8 strong Rus-
sian acoent. ~1 kowe architecture and
mstory and BT, and | bring all thase
things together in averything | buy
and develop.”

in addition o the two homes on
E. BInd St Bullock owns 34 E. G3nd
St — wiich you May remember as the
townhouse biown up by a crarmed doc-
tor who did not want his wite 10 get the
aroperty in 3 divorce sottiement. She

intenor designers chamed by making
Over an emEty WNNCUSE 00 AN annuai
basis. (See our six chowes above.)

Owmer Bullock gets a thrill seeing
her house come afive at the hands
of such alented designens. it"s been
2 long road for the Russian woman
who came tc America 17 years ago
without a job.

Bullock's story, in fact, reacs like an
“| am woman~ epoode of Oprah,

A high school literature teacher in
St. Petersburg, Russia, Bullock was
frustrated with the lack of opportu
nity, She came to Mow vYork City in her
carly M, fnding work a5 3 haby-sittes
on Avenue | in Brookdyn. She learmed

English, got & job with a lawyer and
secured 2 seven-yoar work visa.

calizing this was her only

chance lo escape Russias

stifling econoamy, she got

her MEA a1 Dube University,
specialining in real estate Bullock re-
twrned 1o Russia o cevelop shopping
centers. apartment bulldings and
gated housing commuonithes.

Throe years iater, in 20003, she re-
turned (o New Yorn and bought dilap:-
dated upper East Side towahouses for
ower S8 millkon doilars. She renovated
the townhouses to thes anginal turn-
of-the-century splendor with marbie

Developer Janna Bullock, who bought the
Ea.ﬂsrdrpfﬂf after a divorced doctor blew up
his house, teams with dengmﬁrugmdm

foyers, expansive staircases, de-
tailed crown moldings and restore
facades.

Two years later, she flippea thom fo
three to four times what she paid.

The story is hard to befieve. But
sitting with on the top-floor
terrace of the Kips Bay Show House,
¥ou know '8 true. The busding tycoon
Ao ownd the house next doos. When
renovation is complete. shel put that
one on the market for $30 milfion,

“This is the Amencan dream,” says
Bulock, president of the roal estate de
welopment company RIGroup. < was
2 small Russisn woman with no con-
nections or money when | first came

Bought the property for §8 million.

Once completed, the new 5.000-
sguare-foot, five-floor townhouse
wifl be certified as a LEED (Leader-
ship in Emergy and Environmental
Design) buikding by the United States
Green Bolldeng Coundcil, the national
buciders boarg for enavironmentally
constructed propenty

*| bought the doctor’s trwnhouse
DeCause it gives me the opportumty
to do new construction.® she says.
“You never get the chance to build a
townhouse from scratch

“Because of the history of the site,
building it ‘'green’ & a goOd way to give
it karma.”

This summer. Bullock™s restoring
& South Hampton home originally
designed by 1570 architect Norman
jaffe. She's turning It into an “Art
House™ with a party next month,
hested by mtermationally scclaimed
photographes Peter Baard,

She alan recently acquired a large
notel in the South of France. She's in
talks with Chinese architect .M. Pes
300Ut transforming it into 3 business
retreat for corporate conferences.

= want to be a wortd leader in
fusing architectural design and art
with restored properties,” she says

“'m not about to do anything
Wmah.”




	New York Times House & Home 1 - April 2007.pdf
	New York Times House & Home 2 - April 2007.pdf

