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Who's Next!

“Who are the new designers?” It’s a question we hear frequently. In fact, Met Home showcases the work of
newcomers all the time, just not in a cohesive group. For this special issue, however, we searched the in-
dustry for the best of a new generation. Most of these interior and product designers and/or architects are

in their thirties. Some have recently graduated from school or started their own firms after working for an
established professional. Most have never been published and are making their print debut on the following
pages, although one was the winner of a certain design-centered reality-TV competition. All have reached
the moment of critical artistic mass when what they have to say comes together with the means of saying it
in a fresh and stylish manner. Of course, the measure of inclusion here is not only youth or novelty but ex-
cellence. Looking deep into our Swarovski crystal ball, we predict that you will see their work and hear their
names many times in the future. Enjoy getting acquainted and being among the first to know! —The Editors
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For this ascendant
designer and a M| '
client with high-rise
Central Park views, il was
midcentury-modern
love at first sight.
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beginning of his romance u“llh 20th-century furniture. In fact, it was

Hirtensrein's sssistant who plaved cupid, surfing 1o Law's welbsine
and veiting her over the phone, When the desdgner and client were
LT I'I1Illl‘|h-:1| ][l“.rm-ll.lll ity he “hked ber CRCIEY and her
sryde.” Then he hired her, adding that he wanted his newly rented
ot -wqaare-foar, three-bedmam apartment ma be comploted in
Wi r!llil-ﬂl;lh ."|.|'|I |,‘|-| 1A R0 ||'.|_' ||a|u HitT ||'|'IJ l.i.l'l'lJb.—I

“lwn months was umrealistic for that scale,” notes Lao, who
boumded her Brm, Amy Lan Deslgn, in 2000, The perwaable
designer, o graduste of Sotheby's prestigious masters program in
Fimr ametd dlecnrarive ares, neverthebess delivered the wial package in
just three, having honed her curatonal skills as director af Acno
under Thomas Ofden and later as design divector of the noted
LinWelnherg Gallery, which specialives in midcentury pieces

The open living/dining room presented one of several big chal-
kenges. Hintemstein docrond ehat nothing shogld block the view, so
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].u.tL chose a |.|IHI-\.JJ|:I. v 1||'|J.£|.1I'II1I H.Iﬂ.l.ll wnla .|r|r| |.\.|.|;1|'-|l|-|
framing floor-to-ceiling drupes,

Chne of their hlg,.!iﬂr ,"‘4I'~'|'-.l'lh was 3 monumental room divider
tuml.ningnl'l.-.lﬁml:r:lm'ﬁ.ln.g |I"|11tr|_-||!l_|1l.l|.l|r|||:l|. Wi needed a big
pit’ﬂ" of art of sometl Iill;,: balel™ Lau l_"l.ph“n_ It ok three |:|_1:|'\-|. 4]
amrange the CIFTIPHEITRE i thee wall Hirtenstemm insisted U
1950% Canadizn chairs he firse spotted while visiting the designer's
simdlin. “FHe woubdn't keave gntil | sold dhem o him
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FRODUCED B SUSAN TYREE VECTORA. FHOTOORAFHS @Y
BOGLH DAVILS, WRITTEM BY CRANE KFLLOMGG.
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hile Lau did not renovate the

kitchen, she did create an .’l;!]‘:-i";iliii_‘._-‘

\ E,"-;qu'iii‘ for meals with a i‘:-!l_k‘«‘-.{'nn_i table
by Norman Cherner and recent walnut
reeditions of his historic modernist
chairs for the American manufacturer

’lyveratt. The apartment, with its ten-foot
ceilings and dark-stained herringbone floors, was laid out by New
York architect Ismael Leyva and finished by the developer. Lau
further personalized the breakfast nook with a current production
version of Verner Panton’s famed capiz-shell chandelier.

The entry hall got a more substantial pendant that’s dripping
with vivid glass medallions because “Michael kept asking for bold
and colorful,” Lau says. “I usually like warm tones,” he explains —
and Lau was happy to oblige.

Other ideas for the sunny palette came from the living room’s
Zoe Luyendijk Studio rug, which Lau likens to an abstract painting
in autumnal shades. “There was no time to have her make one,” Lau
reports, “but happily Zoe had this one in stock.”

LLau also encouraged Hirtenstein to invest in studio pieces by the
Pennsylvania cabinetmaker Phillip Lloyd Powell. The wall-mounted,
black-walnut, amoeboid cabinet (still lined in its original floral-print
velvet) was found in good shape at Todd Merrill Antiques. When
the glass top of a Powell table proved a bit wide for the living room,
LLau sought out the artist himself for advice on how to trim it down.
Powell grabbed a pen and proceeded to sign his name on the top
with a flourish. “Then we all laughed because you'd eventually wipe
it off,” Lau says. “Michael entertains with a vengeance!”

Left: The pendant light in the foyer consists of five tiers of vibrant
mouthblown glass medallions in citrus colors. Opposite (from top): Lau's
eclectic foyer design incorporated a Swiss cabinet, Scandinavian rug, a
French mirror from the 1930s with a gold-glass frame and German

ceramics; the breakfast area boasts Norman Cherner’s iconic dining
set, a Verner Panton chandelier and David Roth silk screen.
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Ay Lau’s Inspirations
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clvron cashmere blanket thar was commissioned from ABL Carpet
& lome. |ts almosr a signature of Laa's approach to have artiss
amu] artisans create new picoes in the tradition of modernist craft,
Michael laves textiare and wossbwarking,® Lau says, “hot this was
the propect where he really fell in bove with dessgn.”

Law is perhaps wmigquely qualified for her role as tuor, hayving
been a tounder af Lkesign Miami, the snmual invitational decora
trve arts tar bebd durinp Art Basel Muama Beache She remains
rvisbven] is @ meembier of the vetting commattee, [ was om el
horwever, that she found the bross candleholder for che Bving room
cofice table (which Hirtenstein recened as her haosewarming gift
to cclchrate their Arst callabwration together).

Meanwhile, Hirterstein has become one of Lan's niost ardent
supporters, having already comminsioned her io fackle his
Hampetons besch howme. Mow; since his dovs overbooing Central
Paxk are

mberedd, she is alresdy working on the new place, an

mmaginative [nblel a penthouse desgned by Mesican anchinect
Emriague Morten that is currently under comstruction, € dewrly this
meeting of the minds = betwreen adventurom client and designer
charting a new course in modern cratt=—was a match mace in
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