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TRADITIONAL HOA/IETURNS 20 THIS

YEAR-BUTWE'RE NOT

CELEBRATING ALONE!

Plelty of our dearest friends have also beel lloyitrq .l1d shakilg for a cottplt 'tt-

decacles-or longer. So, we thought we'd h:N'e .r little tirn and bring thenl itrto thc

festivities.There are lots of "can yor.r belier-e it?1" IriotDetlts. Post-its have beetl :lrotlnr'l

for 30 years. How those little yellow pads chrrnee.l c.ur liYes! DKNY Dotrtu K'tr'ttr''

1ifesry1e brand, is 20'Wedgwoodt renrarkattle hi\torv sl''rrts t5[) years' L or6a1 hit ltti t

Willianr Switzer, a family-owned fulniturc collili'ln\'' tt;rrted a half-century ago Arr'i'

clon',t forget charles Dar-win orAbrahaur 1111;ohr. Iirlive. they'd be 200 ye'i|s olJ-

iltpossible, we know-but their legacies thrive. T.rlk .tl'or.rt stlrvival of the fittestl
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MAYA RCMANOFF
A dazzlingconvergence of innovaiion and

artistry remains the core of this Chicago-

based business. Rotnanoff's exquisite

surface materials have come a long way

from his earliest experiments with tie-dye.

(He didstarl in 1969 ) "Bedazzled," a

glass-beaded wall covering made its way

into the Cooper'Hewitt National Design

M useutr's collections. Other best-sellers

nc[rde Moiher of Pearl" caplz shell tiles,

'Weathered Walls," derived from tie-dye

i,:,:i-rrrrres.'Stitched," above right' designed

..'r.- i1.,',,i1-l Rockwell. and laser-cut wood

,.r: .r.il.:. above left. Extraordinary material

-':-'"/antive applications-on walls,

' ' ' )';: ceilings. and more For the 2009

,' ' i Bjy showhouse, New York designer

- .. r.ru worked with arlist Jo Lynn Alcorn

, --r R:rnranoff on a neo-rococo insiallaiion,

' , Arrcl, she's delving into the archives to

- :- .iDdate and reintroduce some of the first

: i::ts from this fanrily firm. With Maya as

, '.e force and wife Joyce as president.

' .it generation plays Key roles. ano

r j is they've worked with for years are

:.r ts kin (mayaromanoff.conr).



Most devotees of 
know it simply as the go-to source for 

exceptional wall coverings. But as the 
company’s big 4-0 looms, it’s time to toast 

the man behind the myth and retrace his 
aesthetic odyssey.
With typical 1960’s karma, the company 

shares its anniversary year with the Woodstock 
music festival, the tie-dyed denizens of which 

sparked Romanoff’s interest in the interplay between 
textiles and pigment. The dashiki-clad designer was 

soon testing out various resist-dyed vehicles: leathers, couture fash-
ions, whole-room environments. But it was Weathered Walls, the hand-painted wall 

coverings launched in 1979, that became the house specialty—and won a Roscoe Award from this 
magazine. Other honors followed, along with showcases at museums.

Romanoff’s penchant for experimentation has never waned, whether he’s draping canvas banners over a build-
ing in Chicago or creating a geisha girl in beaded wall covering for a sushi restaurant in New York. Indeed, inven-
tion remains of the essence not only for Romanoff himself—who continues to work despite an ongoing battle with 
Parkinson’s disease—but also for his wife, Joyce, the company’s president, and niece, Laura, vice president. 

One upcoming release isn’t technically new. Designer Amy Lau has freshly reinterpreted archival tie-dyed wall 
coverings as the Anniversary collection, intended for a generation that’s less LP, more MP3. 773-465-6909; 
mayaromanoff.com. circle 403 

Bottom, from left: Maya Romanoff discovers tie-dye at Woodstock and incorporates his namesake company. He 
introduces resist-dyed leather. His Wearable Art couture debuts at I. Magnin in Chicago and Henri Bendel in New York. 
Experiments with whole-room dyed-textile environments lead to “Swan River” at the Richard Himmel Gallery in Chicago. He 
begins producing resist-dyed fabrics and floor coverings. In New York’s Central Park, he drapes Belvedere Castle in cotton 
canvas. He also hangs 120-foot-long banners of hand-dyed cotton canvas from the facade of Chicago’s Sun-Times Building. 
His Ajiro flexible wood veneers hit the market. Beadazzled wall coverings are introduced. His first collaboration with the 
Rockwell Group is a glass-beaded mural for the New York restaurant Geisha. He and David Rockwell put their heads together 
to unveil a wall covering collection, David Rockwell for Maya Romanoff. Amy Lau and Jo Lynn Alcorn’s three-dimensional 
interpretation of Romanoff’s wall coverings transforms a staircase at the Kips Bay Decorator Show House in New York. 
Tibetan prayer papers inspire Meditations wall coverings. The Meditations Ohm pattern comes in eight colors including 
Sea Salt. For the Anniversary collection’s hand-dyed patterns, Lau reimagines a 1976 tie-dye from the Houston Astrodome.
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Maya Romanoff to collaborate with Amy Lau on tie-dye wallcovering collection for 40th 
anniversary  

Posted on Wednesday, November 04, 2009. 

In celebration of The Maya Romanoff Corporation's 40th anniversary, Maya and Joyce Romanoff will be unveiling a collection of tie-dye wallcoverings to launch in Spring

2010.  

!  

Going back to their roots and drawing from experience with dying textiles and canvas floorcloths, the team, along with New York designer, Amy Lau, has reimagined 

three original limited editions on paper. Designs include Half Plaid, Snowflake and Crystal. The use of paper, rather than fabric, allow for greater depth and sheen, 

making the designs more powerful and elegant, boasting of pure sophistication.  

!  

"The immersion in making our products is what brings new ideas for us to create more products,#!said Romanoff. "But the greatest creation I had anything to do with is

the creation of our company. To make something beautiful once is easy. To be able to repeat it over and over consistently, that is always the challenge. I like to think 

we make things so many times, it becomes part of our nature.  

!  

Romanoff$s blend of ancient techniques and creative use of materials has resulted in inventive and opulent surfaces with inspiration drawn from archaeology, 

metallurgy, Woodstock-era psychedelia and pure passion and joy.  

An anniversary event celebrating design icons of the last four decades will be hosted at the Museum of Arts and Design on March 10, 2010. Details to be announced. 
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DATTBOOK
Plaies to go, designs to see,
from Architectural Digest crdvertisers

Style, Defined
Fashioned by artisans throughout

the world ftorrr rrratelials ranging
from reclaimed ancient oak to
hand-tanned Italian leather.

's new
[al] /winter collection includes

such details as angled louvres,

intricate open metalwork and

antique cast-brass buckles. CEO

Gary Friedman trekked around

the world four times in five months

seeking unique designs that not
only furnish a home, but define it.

Included are the Levico Mirror and

Victorian Hotel Pendant (showr-r

above) and Maytair Secretary
Trunk and Leather Buckle Chair
(at right), as well as many other
pieces that compose this collection.

Visit restorationhardlvare.com.

To view the latest Roberto
Coin iewelry collections, visit
robertoco in.com.

-f Al/ - r-An-IA\T \-AKT
This fall, model and
CARE advocate Christy Turlington
Burns was honored at a dinner
in New York City hosted by (at

left) Peter Webster, President,
Roberto Coin; Steve Sadove, CEO,

Saks Fifth Avenue; Roberto Coin;
and Giulio Capua, VP and Publisher,

Architectural Digest. CARE is a

leading humanitarian organiza-
tion fighting global poverty. Visit
care.org for more information.

A Milestone for Mava
"To make something beautiful once is easy. To be

able to repeat it over and over 6gp5ictontlrr th:r i<

always the challenge." The words of
are the core of his eponymous firm, the premier
manufacturer of advanced wallcoverings for 40 years.

To mark its milestone, the company is launching
new global styles, sustainable products and limited-

edition archival designs: the Anniversary Collection-
tie-dyed paper wallcoverings in collaboration with
interior designer Amy Lau, will be available to the
trade in Spring 201O. Tie-dye holds a special place

in Maya's heart; it inspired his handmade bestseller,

Weathered Walls, in 1979.

For more about Maya Romanoff's anniversary and
to mayaromanoff.com.
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his is a far.rtastic tir.ne to be in Dal-

las," says F)rr-rily Sumn-rers. Thc

citr"s AT&'I' Performing Arts

Center openecl last October, and l-rer firnr

contributed to the interiors of the Nor-

rnan Foster-designecl M/inspear C)pera

Flouse and the Rern Koolhaas-designed

Wyl)' Theatre. "We got to consult arrcl

u'ork r,r,itl.r these incredible tearns in won-

derful wavs," she says. Summers, whose

c:rreer blossomed out of her earlv work ir-r

tl-re fashior.r office at tl.re orisinal Nein-rar.r

.\4arcus store in Dallas. (oullts as inspila-

tior.rs Fler.rri San.ruel, John Dickinson, Ca r-

lo Sczrrpa, Le Corbusier andJohn Lautner.

She specializes in clean, contenporar\'

ir-rteriors and u'orks prin-rarilf in Texas.

Thougl-r sl.re desigr.rs clrstom furnishing's

fbr cvery project, Surnrners is particularlr'

pror,rd of a recent reimaginir-rg of a Gerrit

Rietveld table ar.rd chair set that she fin-

islred irr white l:rcquer. "Never corrrprorrri.c

on crafismanship," sl-re ernphasizes.

Emily Summers Design Associates

4639 Insurance Lane, Dallas, Texas 75205

214-871-9669; www.emilysu mmers.com
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Search events Wallpaper Painting Demonstration with Maya Romanoff & Amy Lau  

Type of Event 

Lecture/Panel Discussion 

Date 

03/09/10 

Location 

NEW YORK 

Event Host 

D&D Building  

979 Third Avenue  

Astra Cafe  

New York 

Event Time 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Wallpaper Painting Demonstration with Maya Romanoff & Amy Lau 

Join Joyce and Maya Romanoff for a wallpaper painting demonstration. Amy Lau reimagines vintage tie-dyed designs for 

a new collection celebrating the company's 40th anniversary. 

For reservations, call 212/759-2969.  

Reception to follow at the Bergamo Showroom, suite 1705. 

Image by Kris Tamburello, courtesy of Maya Romanoff. 
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Maya Romanoff Marches to Bergdorf Goodman 

A private celebration of the collection and the company's 40th anniversary will be held at 

New York's Museum of Arts and Design on March 10. 

NICHOLAS TAMARIN -- INTERIOR DESIGN, 3/4/2010 

 
 

When Maya Romanoff's namesake firm began creating its trademark tie-dyed textiles and 

!"##$%&'()*+,--)*-./)$"+%-01-2'"(,-"+%3-)4-5)+/4-/"&'-6''*-/"(7-4%-)5"+)*'-4/'2-!%8#7-5"9'-

their way to Bergdorf Goodman, one of New York's preeminent bastions of high fashion. Now, 

the company has unveiled its first-ever retail collection, designed by New York based interior 

designer Amy Lau, which recently made a conspicuous debut in the carriage trade store's 

seventh-:#%%(-/%5'-7;$%(-7'<"(45'*4= 

Appropriately dubbed the 40th Anniversary Collection, it features Half Plaid, a trippy 

wallpaper in Amethyst Earth, a custom colorway of purple and brown created exclusively for 

the retailer. It is joined by the collection's two other patterns, Snowflake and Crystal, which 

boast equally psychedelic sensibilities. 
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-  

Bergies, as it's know to loyal customers, has complemented the collection with a line of hand-

dyed leather, velvet and linen pillows and throws with Maya Romanoff's signature Sixties look. 

The store is also displaying the manufacturer's Indigo Earth Linen and Velvet Kanoko textiles in 

the form of banners and Roman shades within the installation. 

Meanwhile, across town, a private celebration of the collection and the company's 40th 

anniversary will be held at New York's Museum of Arts and Design on March 10. 

 

 
 

Images by Kris Tamburello, courtesy of Maya Romanoff. 
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Maya Romanoff's 40th Anniversary 
Bash
! 1 votes! I Like It Email Facebook Share

****  

Maya Romanoff Celebrates 40th Anniversary and All That is 

Tie-Dye  

Co-hosted by Architectural Digest Magazine  

and the Museum of Arts and Design  

 

Photos By: ANN WATT / Society-Photos  

****  

 

 

David Rockwell And Cindy Allen Editor-And Chief 

Interior Design Magazine  

 

 

Amy Lau With Giulio Capua Of Architectural Digest  

 

 

Mallory Andrews With Susan Homan  

 

 

Joyce And Maya Romanoff  

 

 

Maya Romanoff celebrated 40 years of design innovation last 

night at the Museum of Arts and Design, New York City, co-

hosted by Architectural Digest Magazine. The evening 

embraced tie-dye, the original inspiration that lead to the 

creation of Chicago"s Maya Romanoff textile and wall covering 

company in1969. In the midst of the official unveiling and 

celebration were over 400 guests and designers including 

David Rockwell, who designed this year"s Oscars stage, 

Publisher of Architectural Digest Giulio Capua, Editor-in-Chief 

of Interior Design Magazine Cindy Allen, Marjorie Tiven, sister 

to Mayor Bloomberg, Commissioner of the New York City 

Photos 

 

!  
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Authentic Grasscloth 
Excellent Prices Fast Ship Large Selection of Real 
Grasscloth 
www.papermywalls.com 

Commercial Wallcovering 
54" wide vinyl wallcovering Factory direct savings! 
www.walloutlet.com 

Fabricmate Systems 
Stretched-Fabric Wall Panel Systems In-Stock - 
Same Day Shipping 
www.fabricmate.com 

Cork Sheets and Rolls 
Cut to specifications. Ships fast via UPS to anywhere 
in the USA! 
www.bangorcork.com  
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Ask Our Stylist Anya
 

Big Stars on the Big 
Screen in 2010

 

Get Charlize Theron's 
styling hair

 

Hollywood's Hottest 
Couples

 

Do you believe Rielle 
Hunter?

 

Stay up to date with 
news from the field

!

Home News Videos Photos Celebrities Obsessions Games !



Related News 

'South Park' begins 14th season by taking on 
Tiger  

Stars Blast Off at Rocket Man's Oscar Bash  

Mo'Nique is 5th black woman to win acting 
Oscar  

'Shutter Island' makes waves with $40.2M debut 

Niecy Nash on Turning the Big 4-0!  

Commission for the United Nations, Consular Corps and 

Protocol, Mallory Andrews, VP of PR and Special Events, 

Bergdorf Goodman, Susan Homan, Director of Visual 

Presentation, Bergdorf Goodman, Marcia Sherrill, designer and

member of the prestigious Council of Fashion Designers of 

America and the company"s founder Maya Romanoff and his 

wife Joyce the company"s President. Three tie-dyed wall 

coverings were unveiled for the Spring 2010 collection: Half 

Plaid, Snowflake, and Crystal. This anniversary folio was 

created in collaboration with New York designer and co-founder

of Design Miami, Amy Lau. As part of the 40th anniversary 

celebration, Maya Romanoff artisans conducted special studio 

demonstrations on the 6th floor of the Museum of Arts and 

Design, demonstrating unique techniques such as metal 

leafing, hand-painting, tie-dye and inlay with raw materials. 

Maya Romanoff's work has garnered prestigious awards, 

including Icon of Industry from NEWH, the IFDA Trailblazer 

Award, GOOD Design Award and International Design 

Excellence Award, as well as earned the permanent placement 

of several collections into the Cooper-Hewitt Design Institute -

Smithsonian. "To make a beautiful thing once is easy - to do it 

over and over again, that is the true art." - Maya Romanoff- 

Source: Maya Romanoff's 40th Anniversary Bash 

DISCLAIMER: This posting was submitted by a user of the site not from 

The Insider editorial staff. All users have acknowledged and agreed that 

the submission of their story and its contents is in compliance with our 

Terms of Use. 
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Forty years ago, Maya Romanoff pioneered the 

tie-dyed look with T-shirts worn on stage by 

rocker Roger Daltrey of The Who.  

 

With the same expressive spirit, Maya 

Romanoff, both the man and the company that 

bears his name, evolved into creating 

commercial and residential wall coverings, 

window shades, fabrics and related products 

that have adorned Neiman Marcus, Saks Fifth 

Avenue, Bloomingdale!s, Macy!s, Nordstrom, 

Victoria!s Secret and Express, among other 

stores. Now an anniversary collection of interior 

furnishings that take the tie-dyed look to new 

levels is on display in Bergdorf Goodman!s 

seventh floor and in a 57th Street window, 

through March. It also had a one-day 

retrospective Wednesday at the Museum of Arts 

and Design in Manhattan, conceived by David 

"#$%&'(()*+,-*./0**$01/2'3*24'*5'163#17*84#&) 

 

9We!ve come full circle,:*said Joyce Lehrer 

Romanoff, the wife and business partner of 

Maya Romanoff.  

 

And the Romanoffs are considering whether to 

roll out an array of licensed products, from tie-

dyed leather handbags to tabletop. Lehrer 

Romanoff recently returned from Hong Kong, 

where the company is developing a wide, gold 

and silver leaf canvas wall covering.  

 

The Romanoffs!*Chicago base has grown from 

an atelier into a bona fide factory with a staff of 

artisans, producing handmade materials for 

interiors. Lately, when retailers design their 

interiors, 9They are trying to use very special 

finishes,:*Lehrer Romanoff said. 9A lot of them 

are natural and wovens.:*Sometimes, she 

added, they can get glitzy, like what Neiman 

Marcus used for its 100th birthday celebration 

in Dallas, where Romanoff applied the firm!s 

9Beadazzled:*technique, a covering of glowing, 

clear glass beads through which murals or 

large photos are seen in a different way.  

 

For fashion presentations, 9We are selling 

retailers backgrounds [on which] to hang their 

clothing so it looks gorgeous,:*she said. 9The 

background never overshadows what they are 

trying to sell. In our custom designs for the 

most cutting-edge retail environments, our 

surfacing materials contribute to the 

conversation. With our reinvention of tie-dye, we 

have our eye on reentering fashion. Handbags 

seem to be a natural extension.: 

0*;#,,'<28 

Maya Romanoff presentation at Bergdorf Goodman. 

Photo By Kris Tamburello 

LAUNCH SLIDESHOW *=*>,/6'8 

Maya Romanoff presentation at Bergdorf Goodman. 

Photo By: Katherine Kostreva 

LAUNCH SLIDESHOW *=*>,/6'8 
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IT Holding Cuts 450Jobs
By Luisa Zargani

MILAN - lT Holding SpA has reached au agreentent with unions to
cut about 450 jobs as part ofthe restructuring ofthe group.

"It was a painful but necessary decision, and a significant step
to clearly define the structure of the group in view o{'a sale," said
Andrea Ciccoli, one of the three state-appointed administrators. IT
Holding, parent company of the Gianfranco Fl_'rre, Malo and Ext6
brands and ofmanufacturing arm Ittierre SpA, has been in govern-
ment-backed bankruptcy protection since [rebruary 2009.

In Octobe4 IT Holding was granted temporary and partial state-fund-
ed support for about 220 employees. "We have moved from a temporary
measure to a structural redesign of'the group," said Ciccoli. In addition
to those 220 workers, who have already exited the company, another
230 will leave in the next fbur to eight weeks. IT Holdingis eligiUte for
the state-financed support because it employs more than lb people and
because its banlcr-uptcy is backed by the government Some-employees
could be rehired ifconditions improve, but that is not often the casb.

Ciccoli said that in February 2009 the company employed 1,692
people. He noted the agreement with the unions also comes in view
of an "industrial program that aims to ensure a solid future,' to the
companies of the group: Malo, Gianfranco Ferr6 and Ittierre. The
minister of economic development, Claudio Scajola, has approvcd
the administrators' program, he added, and ovei the next few davs
the announcement of the Malo auction will be published iu rrt,ws-
papers such as the Financial Times and Italy's Il Sole 24 Or<,. The
auctions of Ferr6 and then Ittierre will follow

In January, Maurizio Borletti, chairman of Borletti Group, the de_
partment store operator that recently eyed investments in l.lscada
and (lhristian Lacroix, said he was mulling a bid for Ittierre, which
produccs thr' .lrrsl ('rrv:rlli. ("N'C (tosturne National, Galliano and
Ermanno scervirr. t'rllr'<'r i.rrs. A.r'.rrlirrg to sources, a group of'Indian
funds is looking ut lhc lirr:rn.irrl inlirrrrration on Ferr6, wtrit^e tuato tras
been drawing intercsl. li'rrrr ll:rli;r' r'lrshr.cre firm Cruciani; apparel
manufacturer Falber, wlri<'lr pr.,rlrrt.r.s llrt.,lrhrr Richmond line and
olh9p, and orivate equity lirrrrl Slrr.l rrrri S<lrurrt' Capital partners,
which controls the Jeckersorr lrllrrrrl \llrr.rr:r ('orrsor.zio also plans to
submit an offer to buy IT Holdirrg. 'l'lrr. r'orr:ror.l irrrrr cornlrr.iscs a pool
of'stnirll :rrrd rncdium-sized comparrics llr:rl ,;r.r';rlr.rrr llrr,l:rslrion and
textilc irrrlrrslrics. st'r,r.ral of'which iu.(, l'l' IIolrlrrrr, r, :,rrpplrr,r.:;

;r+
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lnter Partums Profit Rises 13.9%
NEW YOIIK-llnsl,ll) lN'l'l,lll. lnltl,'It\lt; tN(' I'r )S't !,li) ,.\ t.t tf t,t,:t(
cent gain in fburth-quarter Jrrrrl'ils. rr lr.lr 'rsr' 

lr :f i lr rrrrllr,rr. ,r. lli
t't-ttts a diluted share, fiorrr ${i {i rrrrllr.rr. rr IZ r'<'rrl.s lr slr:rrr'. rrr rlrr.
srtme period a year ag(,.

lk'vt'rrrrcs:rl llro lirrrr rr.:rr.lu'rl $l 12.!) rrrilliorr lirr.llrc rlrr:rrlr.r.r,rrr1xl I k.r.
ill.;r llllr;x'r.r'rrl nr(r'(':rs('lirrrrr$;l()().lrrullr.nrrrilr.ir.:r.:ry,. 1x.r.rrxl
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Maya Romanoff Marks 40th Anniversaru^'t
FORTY YEARS AGO, MAYA RONIANOFF PIONEERED THE TIE-DYED LOOK WITH T-SHIRTS
worn on stage by rocker Roger Daltrey of'The Who.

With the same expressive spirit. Maya Ilomanoff, both the man and the company that bears his
name, evolved iuto creating commercial and residential wall coverings, window ihades, fabrics and
related products that have adorned Neiman Marcus, Saks Fifth Avenue, Bloomingdaie's, Macy's,
Nordstrom, Victoria's Secret and Express, among other stores. Now an anniversary co'llection of inte-
rior furnishings that take the tie-dyed look to new levels is on display in Bergdorf tioodmanis seventh
floor and in a 5?th Street window through March. It also had , on"-d"y retrospective Wednesday at
the Museum of Arts and Design in Manhattan, conceived by David Rockwell 
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"We've come full
circle," said Joyce
Lehrer Romanoff,
the wife and busi-
ness partner of Maya
Romanoff

And the Romanoffs
are considering
whether to roll out
an array of licensed
products, from tie-
dyed leather hand-
bags to tabletop.
Lehrer Romanoff re-
cently returned from
Hong Kong, where
the company is de-
veloping a wide, gold
and silver leafcanvas
wall covering.

The Romanoffs'
Chicago base has
grown from an atelier

into a bona fide factory with a staffof artisans, producing handmade materiali for interiors. Lately,
when retailers design their interiors, "They are trying to use very special finishes," Lehrer Romanoff
said. 'A lot of'them are natural and wovens." Somelimes, she aoacd, they can get Stitzy, lite wfrat
Neiman Marcus used fbr its 100th birthday celebration in Dallas. rvhcrc Roma.roff apptiea the firm's
"Beadazzled" technique, a covering of glowing, clear glass bt'irrls t lrrough which .u.iir or large pho-
tos are seen in a different wav.

. For fashion presenta.tio-ns, "We are selling retailers llrr<.krrorrrrds [on which] to hang their cloth-
iltg so it looks gorgeous," she said. "The background ncvt'r'ovo'shadows what they are irying to sell.
Itt otrr cttslonl designs for the most cutting-edge r<'l:ril r.rrvilorrnlents, our surfaclng -"i"rirls ao.r-It'ilrttlr'lo lltt't'ottvt't's:tl.irln. With our rr-ittvcrrliorr ol lir.rlvr'. rvc have oureye on reentering fashion.
I l;rrrllr:rls sr.r'lrr lo lrr' ;r rrlrltrlttl cxl.t,rtsiott "

- 
David Moin

I
I

1r

{. 9r{*r,*l:;
:- di;.*.#

EIGGERISBETTER
Join us for the largest and I

ir*na;tr*r r...!-.-.^^- r-^ r -



 

A R T 

Was It 40 Years Since Tie Dye Was Big?  
By !"#$%&'()*+,-))03/12/2010 05:40 PM 

MAYA ROMANOF AT BEGDORF GOODMAN. PHOTO BY KRIS TAMBURELLO 

) 

Maya Romanoff, the Chicago-based designer of tie-dyed wallpapers, glass-beaded overlays and other 

fantastical surfaces.celebrated 40 years of design with a preview of a new collection at New York's 

Museum of Arts and Design this week. The "anniversary collection" of tie-dyed wallpapers, in mineral 

colorways that recall tree barks, was created in collaboration with interior designer Amy Lau. 

Currently featured in an installation at Bergdorf Goodman, the new patterns were presented at MAD 

with a small exhibition of Romanoff's work over the years. 

 

Curated by architect David Rockwell, Romanoff's friend and longtime collaborator, the collection 

includes clothing from Romanoff's origins as a hippie fashion designer; after what his daughter and vice 

president of sales Laura calls "an epiphany at Woodstock," he began creating tie-dyed caftans and 

leather vests, which he sold to the likes of Cheryl Tiegs and Roger Daltry. Over the next few decades, he 

became textile artist and materials designer who translated a love of hand-dying to leather upholstery, 

wall coverings and art installations like Bess' Sunrise  (1988), a burst of loud citrus panels that rippled 

down the side of the old Chicago Sun-Times building. More recently, the Maya Romanoff design 

company has become known for its work with natural materials like gold leaf and dyed mica, and for 

the flexible sheaths of glass beading, usually arrayed over an image or pattern, that the company calls 

"Beadazzled." (Created in 2003, the product./0120)345678)91:893);88<)5;8=)>4?)245<@98;;)2A>B)A<=)

museum walls.is now part of the permanent collection at the Cooper-Hewitt National Design 

Museum.) 

At the beginning of the evening, Lau spoke briefly 

about the anniversary collection. After being 

introduced to the Maya Romanoff company's work 

at a design conference two years ago, she visited the 

company's studio in Chicago. "I ran around like a 

kid in candy store," she said of combing through 

design archives. The collaboration allows for a new 

interpretation of now-decades-old design ideas by a 

company that "to be honest," Laura said, "get[s] 
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knocked off a lot. So we have to keep looking for new 

innovations." Other recent developments include 

digital printing for some patterns, a departure from 

the hand-dye, water-based process Maya Romanoff 

generally uses. LEFT: MAYA AND JOYCE 

ROMANOFF 

 

While the outsize personality of the man who, in 

the 1960s, renamed himself "Multifarious 

#A3AC)D<B8)&120A?=E)0A;)F518@8=)A>@8?)A9G4;@)@/4)

decades with Parkinson's disease, Maya Romanoff is 

still bold when it comes to fashion. Yesterday, with 

a dark, subtly striped suit, Romanoff accessorized 

with candy pink socks with black stripes and a 

crushed velvet necktie that was, of course, tie-dyed. 

 

TAGS: tie dye, museum of arts and design, maya romanoff, david

rockwell, kimberly chou, bergdorf goodman
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Maya Romanoff celebrates 40 years with 
Architectural Digest Magazine. 

By Scallywag !"Mar 12th, 2010 !"Category: Nightlights  

Guests poured through the glass doors of the Museum of Arts 

and Design which co-hosted the 40th Anniversary of Maya 

Romanoff with Architectural Digest Magazine. Elevators 

adorned with Half Plaid, a tie-dye wallcovering from Maya 

Romanoff!s Anniversary Collection, re-imagined by designer Amy 

Lau, carried guests to the 7th floor, where more tie-dye greeted 

them from every angle. 

The 7th floor installation showcased Maya Romanoff!s innovative 

tie-dye designs throughout the decades: leather cloaks once sold 

at Bergdorf Goodman circa 1969, the Chicago Sun Times 

Building in 1988 draped with large scale flags in pattern Bess!"

Sunrise, a 2003 mural of Audrey Hepburn encrusted with 

Beadazzled beads, and a roaring fireplace adorned with Half Plaid 

wallpaper. 

Cocktail glasses clinked amidth the tie dye backdrop in honor of 

Maya Romanoff who created the company in 1969, and who was in 

attendance alongside his wife and company President Joyce 

Romanoff. Architect David Rockwell flew into NY from L.A. 

having just finished designing the stage for Sunday!s Oscars 

show. He engaged the audience in a formal speech that praised his 

dear friend and collaborator Maya. 

Giulio Capua, Vice President and Publisher of Architectural 

Digest, came to honor Maya, as did Cindy Allen, Editor-in-Chief 

of Interior Design Magazine. Designer Jamie Drake showed his 

support alongside friend Marjorie Tevin, sister to Mayor 

Bloomberg and Commissioner of the New York City Commission 

for the United Nations. Bergdorf Goodman!s Mallory Andrews, 

Nicholas Manville, and Susan Homan joined the festivities. 

Yesterday was also a momentous occasion as a Maya Romanoff 

display went up in the storefront window of Bergdorf Goodman, a 

compliment to Maya Romanoff!s debut retail collection at the 

prestigious department store. 

Elsewhere on S&V!
Is there 

something 

going on 

between 

Jeffrey 

Deitch and Keith Haring?

AMERICAN 

INTERNET 

PIE: The 

Curious 

Rise of 

Society 

Marionette 

Rachelle 

Hruska.
Just Desserts for One 

Photographer- Dustin 

Wayne Harris.

Photography by Ann Watt. Maya Romanoff to the left and Nicholas 

Manville, head of the decorating department for Bergdorf Goodman 

   

Advanced Search 

MOST POPULAR 

Former Guest of a Guest Photographe...  

The trouble with Jules Kirby and 'P...  

The inside email exchanges that CW'...  

Woman killed by subway train trying...  

Is there something going on between...  

The pathetic fixtures of New York H...  

Just Desserts for One Photographer-...  

 

Search

 

Lesbians are 

not always 

welcomed at 

your school 

prom.! 

The unfortunate 

things that go in 

classrooms in 

Mississippi# The 

Itawamba School 

District has [more...] 

 

 

The 

inconvenience 

of buying crack 

with monopoly 

money.! 

Crack is whack and 

that$s what you may 

expect to get back in 

return if you use 

monopoly money 

[more...] 

 

Mickey Rourke 

refuses to die.! 

When relics from the 

80$s keep holding 



Lights dimmed as the event came to a close, and a private after 

party was hosted at nearby Jean Georges. The menu was created 

personally by the restauranteur himself. 

 

Katharina Plath to the right. 

Laura Romanoff to the left. 

David Rockwell and Cindy Allen, Editor-in-Chief of Interior Design 

Magazine. 

up. Mickey Rourke is 

the type of guy 
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w  [more...] 
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MAYA ROMANOFF'S 40TH ANNIVERSARY BASH  
**** 

Maya Romanoff Celebrates 40th Anniversary and 
All That is Tie-Dye 

Co-hosted by Architectural Digest Magazine 
and the Museum of Arts and Design 

 
Photos By: ANN WATT / Society-Photos 
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David Rockwell And Cindy Allen Editor-In-Chief 
Interior Design Magazine 

 
 

A  A D  O N  T I M E S  S Q U A R E  
G O S S I P 

Hire us to photograph your event. 
Advertise on Times Square Gossip.
E-Mail us: The 
BestGossip@aol.com  

C B S  T E L E V I S I O N 

  

L I V E  W I T H  T H E  F A M O U S 

 

N B C  O L Y M P I C  S T O R E 

T W I T T E R  T I M E S  S Q U A R E  
G O S S I P 

 

James Edstrom 

JAMESEDSTROM 

THE MAKE-A-WISH 
FOUNDATION'S DAY OF FUN 
http: / /www.timessquarego... 5 
hours ago reply  



Amy Lau With Giulio Capua Of Architectural Digest  
 
 

Mallory Andrews With Susan Homan 
 
 

Joyce And Maya Romanoff 
 
 

Maya Romanoff celebrated 40 years of design innovation last 
night at the Museum of Arts and Design, New York City, co-hosted 
by Architectural Digest Magazine. The evening embraced tie-dye, 

the original inspiration that lead to the creation of Chicago!s 
Maya Romanoff textile and wall covering company in1969. In the 

midst of the official unveiling and celebration were over 400 
guests and designers including David Rockwell, who designed this 

year!s Oscars stage, Publisher of Architectural Digest Giulio 
Capua, Editor-in-Chief of Interior Design Magazine Cindy Allen, 

Marjorie Tiven, sister to Mayor Bloomberg, Commissioner of the 
New York City Commission for the United Nations, Consular Corps 

and Protocol, Mallory Andrews, VP of PR and Special Events, 
Bergdorf Goodman, Susan Homan, Director of Visual 

Presentation, Bergdorf Goodman, Marcia Sherrill, designer and 
member of the prestigious Council of Fashion Designers of 

America and the company!s founder Maya Romanoff and his wife 
Joyce the company!s President. Three tie-dyed wall coverings 

were unveiled for the Spring 2010 collection: Half Plaid, 
Snowflake, and Crystal. This anniversary folio was created in 

collaboration with New York designer and co-founder of Design 
Miami, Amy Lau. As part of the 40th anniversary celebration, 

Maya Romanoff artisans conducted special studio demonstrations 
on the 6th floor of the Museum of Arts and Design, demonstrating 

unique techniques such as metal leafing, hand-painting, tie-dye 
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and inlay with raw materials. Maya Romanoff's work has 
garnered prestigious awards, including Icon of Industry from 
NEWH, the IFDA Trailblazer Award, GOOD Design Award and 
International Design Excellence Award, as well as earned the 
permanent placement of several collections into the Cooper-

Hewitt Design Institute Smithsonian. "To make a beautiful thing 
once is easy - to do it over and over again, that is the true art." - 

Maya Romanoff- 

A T 4:39 PM  
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Maya Romanoff Celebrates 40th Anniversary  
& All That is Tie-Dye 

!

Maya Romanoff Celebrates 40th Anniversary and 

!"##!$%&'!()!$(*-Dye 

 
C o-hosted by Architectural Digest Magazine and the 

!+,)*,-!./!"0')!&12!3*)(41 
! 

! 

Joyce and Maya Romanoff and Amy Lau  
!"#$%$!&'(!!Ann Watt 

 

March 10, 2010 - Maya Romanoff celebrated 40 years of 

design innovation last night at the Museum of Arts and 

Design, co-hosted by Architectural Digest Magazine. The 

evening embraced tie-dye, the original inspiration that lead 

to the creation of the Maya Romanoff company in 1969, 

now re-imagined in a 40th Anniversary collection that was 

officially unveiled last night. In the midst of the celebration 

were guests David Rockwell, designer for the stage at this 

year5s Oscars, as well as friend and collaborator to Maya 

Romanoff, Publisher of Architectural Digest Giulio Capua, 

Editor-in-Chief of Interior Design Magazine Cindy Allen, and 

Maya Romanoff himself, alongside Wife and company 

President Joyce Romanoff. 

 

Three tie-dyed wallcoverings were unveiled for the  

Spring 2010 collection: Half Plaid, Snowflake, and Crystal. 

This anniversary folio was inspired by the artist5s early 

work, created in collaboration with New York designer and 

co-founder of Design Miami, Amy Lau, in attendance at last 

night5s event. 

 

As part of the 40th anniversary celebration,  

Maya Romanoff artisans conducted special studio 

demonstrations on the 6th floor of the Museum of Arts  

and Design, showcasing the company5s unique 

techniques. Maya Romanoff artisans demonstrated 

techniques such as metal leafing, handpainting, 

tie-dye and inlay as well as experimentation with  

raw materials. 

 

 

About Maya Romanoff: 

 

A pioneer of monumental textile installation, Maya Romanoff 

is noted for his deep knowledge of ancient craft techniques 

and ability to synthesize environments with the resonant 

beauty of handmade, utilitarian objects out of materials 

that range from paper and felt, to mica and glass bead. 

 

The guiding force of his artistic career has been to make 

art that is 6 . . . not so much objectified as occupied,7  

to make art of every day life. 

 

Maya Romanoff's work has garnered many awards, including 

Icon of Industry from NEWH, the IFDA 
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For further information, please visit: 

!http://www.mayaromanoff.com  
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Trailblazer Award, GOOD Design Award and International 

Design Excellence Award, as well as earned the permanent 

placement of several collections into the Cooper-Hewitt 

Design Institute Smithsonian.  

 

"To make a beautiful thing once is easy - to do it over and 

over again that is the true art." - Maya Romanoff 
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Maya Romanoff, A 40th Anniversary Celebration Of A 

True Visionary 
By Douglas Harrington  

New York City - If walls could speak, they would undoubtedly ask to be dressed by the Valentino of wall 

covering Maya Romanoff. This week the Museum of Art and Design (MAD) acknowledged his artistic impact 

with a celebration marking the 40th anniversary of this seminal American designer.  

 

Romanoff literally burst upon the scene in the 

late 1960s as the artist who brought the ancient 

art of tie dying into the mainstream of western 

fashion. As if following a counter cultural atlas, 

after graduating from Berkley in 1965, he and his 

first wife took to the road traveling through 

Europe, India and North Africa, where he first 

experienced tie dye in a marketplace in Tunisia. It 

was after their travels and the weekend that was 

Woodstock that Romanoff and his wife first 

attempted to turn their passion into a business. 

Loading 180 tee shirts they had dyed into a VW 

van they headed to a Rolling Stones concert in 

Miami. Within the first hour they had sold every 

shirt and, as they say, the rest is history.  

 

Although he took New York by storm through the 

support of the Parrish-Hadley design firm and 

with clients like Roger Daltry, Barbra Streisand, 

Donald Trump and Cheryl Tiegs, Romanoff 

settled in Chicago and what had started as tee 

shirts now included jackets and shirts and robes 

and, yes, tie dyed wall coverings. Although there 

is a Romanoff tie dyed opera coat hanging in the 

Museum of Modern Art, it was this passion for 

surfacing that would ultimately be his claim to 

fame and inclusion into the permanent collection 

of the Smithsonian.  

 

Ahead of the curve when it comes to the concept of a global village, Romanoff has long incorporated exotic 

barks, crushed stone, tortoise shell, vegetation and now even beads from the four corners of the world into 

his fantastical wall coverings. Over the years Romanoff has combined both ancient and innovative 

techniques to create flexible surfacing designs that are as practical as they are breathtaking.  

 

Sadly, Romanoff is in the most advanced stages 

of Parkinson's disease and is confined to a 

wheel chair with the just the faintest of abilities to 

communicate verbally. Yet, he remains the 

chairman and chief creative officer of his 

internationally respected company. Always at his 

side, his present wife Joyce Romanoff, who has 

been with the company for 22 years and heads 

up the operational end of things, told me, "He still 

inspires us and he is the arbiter of all our 

style !"top stories
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Joyce and Maya Romanoff look on as one of their artisans vegetable dye a surfacing panel. (Douglas Harrington) 

On display were examples of the tie dye designs that started it 

all. 



designs and colorations."  

 

On the sixth floor of the museum were several 

tables on which Romanoff artisans 

demonstrated the process of creating the 

designs and patterns of the highly sought after 

surfacing material. From the thinnest of veneer 

panel work that we watched vegetable dyed to a 

rich mahogany to the strikingly luxurious Mother 

of Pearl design that was flexible enough to be 

rolled like a newspaper, Joyce explained the 

techniques with pride and admiration for her 

husband's creations.  

 

At the cocktail party on the seventh floor I spoke with Julio Capua, publisher of Architectual Digest, "The 

Romanoffs have been innovators all along and they continue to do things that set the industry standard of 

craftsmanship and unique materials. You are really dealing with a true family business, it is in their blood 

and they are passionate about it. As an artist, I think Maya fused everything through an artist's palette. As a 

result, you see them do things that really no one else can do."  

 

Designer Amy Lau explained her involvement with the Romanoff company, "I re-imagined their anniversary 

collection, now in their fourth year. I went through the archives and I looked at Maya's work from the 1960s 

and 1970s and I thought what was now looking back, looking forward and re-imagined, re-contemporized 

and brought to it some new brushes. We did an exclusive installation at Bergdorf-Goodman on the seventh 

floor and I created a limited edition product line."  

 

 

Among the many notable attendees was legendary designer Jack Lerner Larson who made a brief earlier 

appearance to congratulate the artist he had mentored as a young man. Also in attendance was architect 

David Rockwell, designer of the last two Academy Awards presentations, who during his speech said, "I 

think of the incredible spirit in your work and I think in fact Maya that you are a kind of dream weaver that 

weaves together craftsmanship and love and art. I think in an age in which there is such a reliance on 

technology and virtual connections, what is phenomenal about what Maya does is to return us to the 

importance of the actual crafted piece."  

 

Words can not express the stunning beauty of the samples that were on display at MAD, nor can they fully do 

justice to the impact this extraordinary and courageous visionary has had on the world of design. If the walls 

could speak, they would indeed thank Maya Romanoff as did the hundreds of fans and friends who 

gathered in celebration of his 40th anniversary.  

 

For more information go to www.mayaromanoff.com. 
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spring forward: maya romanoff 
at bergdorf goodman 

Speaking of psychedelic!we were, weren"t we?!you just have about a week left to visit

Amy Lau"s installation for Maya Romanoff on the 7th floor of Bergdorf Goodman, a 
venerable NYC department store that often delivers avant-garde goods!and the best 
venue for lunching ladies. 

 

Amy has re-imagined three patterns from the archives of Maya Romanoff in tribute to the

former wild child"s 40th year as an inventor of extraordinary wallcoverings. What does 
#$%#&'(%)*&+,(-dyed wallpaper. Here"s -Half Plaid,.&in all its glory. Check it out. 

By Sabine Rothman

 

Traditional Home on Facebook 

TRADITIONAL HOME TWEETS 

Follow traditionalhome

Vote now for your favorite designer through March 23, and 
you could win a custom room design, plus Duralee fabric! 

1 day ago 

College grad. uses her interior designer mom & recession 
conscious budget to decorate her first place in NY! 

6 days ago 

Liberty of London, coming to your local Target store! 

8 days ago 

A story of growing up surrounded by antiques and going 
with your gut when making a purchase! 

10 days ago 

@amyMBB Well in your case, C is for cleaning up messes! 
Enjoy these days. Thanks for the comment!

10 days ago 

 
Gilt Groupe Designer Sale 
Sign Up Today For Insider Access! 
Designer Sales Up to 70% Off Retail 
www.Gilt.com 
 
Special Tin Ceiling Sale 
View your panels and finishes now! 
save with code GGL10 at checkout 
www.m-boss.com 
 
Shop & Save on wallpaper 
great ideas & selection, low prices 
1st Quality - All Major Brands 
www.discount-wallcovering.com 
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Groovy, yes. Also, sophisticated!especially in tandem with fabric banners draped from 
the ceiling. 

 

Maya Romanoff"s surfacing materials are available to the trade. (If you"re interested, but 
you"re not a designer, you might want to ring up Design Professionals at the D&D 
building.) If you"re in the mood for immediate gratification, pick up one of Amy"s limited 
edition tie-dyed leather pillows at BG!that"s assuming they haven"t sold out. As I said: 
run, don"t walk. 

!



 

To top it off, Bergdorf"s genius window dressers have also deployed the wallpaper 
street-side. 

 

 



 

 

Cool, dude. 

Categories: Home, Interior designers, ceiling, fabric, fabrics | Tags: Amy Lau, Bergdorf 
Goodman, fabric, Maya Romanoff, wallcovering, wallpaper  
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asset coverage
In this year’s crop of coverings, wallpaper gets personal, geometry reigns supreme 
and classic styles are reinvented for a new era

01 The Cubix is one of five monochromatic and geometric wallpapers from the Superfresco Shape and Form col-
lection by GRAHAM & BROWN, imbued with gloss and mica for added luster. grahambrown.com 02 The digitally 
printed Wallpaper 11 by Austrian NINA LEVETT features vectorized, hand-drawn illustrations of her children. Her 
other designs are equally personal, including her series of silkscreened china titled Pornamental. ninalevett.com 
03 MAHARAM Digital Projects—digitally printed artworks by contemporary talents—are positioned more as instal-
lations than wallpapers. Marilyn Minter’s “Kicksilver,” installed at Cincinnati’s Contemporary Arts Center, is shown 
here. maharam.com 04 The hand-tufted silk Sensu I carpet from the Haiku collection by TAI PING was inspired 
by traditional Japanese ikat patterns, but the design’s modern, restrained sensibility is undeniable. taipingcarpets.
com 05 The Tectonics floor tiles by David Oakey for INTERFACEFLOR come in various colors, making for a rain-
bow of possibilities that can be installed directionally or non-directionally. interfaceflor.com 06 Using penny-sized, 
round ceramic tiles, the Paillettes Collection by LEA CERAMICHE is produced using an eco-conscious ceramic 
that contributes to LEED certification. ceramichelea.it 07 The grayscale, hand-knotted Furtive Persian rug by 
Jean-Marie Massaud for GAN tweaks the traditional oriental style for the digital age. gan-rugs.com 08 Each of 
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the wave-like Ambra stone tiles by Nancy Epstein 
for ARTISTIC TILE—designed in collaboration with 
Italian artisan Giovanni Barbieri—appear to be made 
from two separate stones, an illusion created by a 
special polishing technique. artistictile.com 09 The 
graphic, hand-knotted Tibetan wool Step rug—and 
its five sister designs—by Tom Dixon for THE RUG 
COMPANY were inspired by those rainbow televi-
sion test patterns. therugcompany.info 10 Originally 
designed for 2008’s Myth and Material installations, 
the wool Rangoli Collection rugs by Brit duo Doshi 
Levien for MOROSO are now in production, inspired 
by celebratory Indian colored-sand and rice-powder 
displays. morosousa.com 11 To celebrate four de-
cades of design, MAYA ROMANOFF’s Anniversary 
Collection reintroduces tie-dyes into the company’s 
repertoire, including the Snowflake shown here.  
mayaromanoff.com
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