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the people and places that have inspired

her designs, including artist Mare Rothko
and Oia, a village on the Greek island of
both
her line of tile for Kohler. The ancient art

Santorini; served as influences on
of tie-dye was featured in the patterns
commemorate
that

she designed to
Romanoff's 40th anniversary
exhibited at Bergdorf Goodman

AMMavr=
viaya

were

“The book is really a window into my
Lau
design inleriors that have personality, that

world,” says. "My approach is to
are head turners in the use of color and
shape but always speak to the individual's
lifestyle, tastes and personality. If it's a
picture frame or a chair, | try to look for
something designed in the ‘40s or that has
a sense of history.”

Her own histary began in Paradise
Valley, Ariz., where as a nature lover she
rode her horse in the hills and savored
her deserl surroundings and its red-clay
She

mountains, Was

captivated,

too,

In-demand interior designer Amy Lau ‘91 is
known for choosing heirloom pieces for clientele.

with its palette of “dusty olive, sienna

and rusted browns.” Eventually though,
she came fo the Midwest and Stephens
Caollege in the early '90s,

“I fell in love with Stephens and am still
close friends with women I met there,"
Lau says. “I was there at the same time as
Mary Gelhhar '90, who went on to write
‘The Fashion Designer Survival Guide'."

Today, Lau's company is thriving in the
Starrett-Lehigh building in the West Chel-
sea arl district, which is also home to Mar-
tha Stewart and Hugo Boss. She has devel-
oped her own lines of furnishings, fabrics,
rugs, tile and lighting under the Amy Lau
Studio brand. She works as a Benjamin
Moore design expert. She has designed a
sectional sofa, chairs and other pieces for
Roche-Bobois in Paris. And she serves as
co-director of the design council for New
York's Museum of Arts and Design, where
she works with up-and-coming designers.
To top the list off, she is the ca-founder of

Design Exchange, a support organization
[or novice interior designers

Yet no matter how vasl her design
empire, Lau conlinues lo operate from
the same philosophy and stavs true to her
roots.

“It's about looking al what you have
and using il lo make a statement that's
also very much a part of you," she says
“If you're going to decorale your Christ-
mas tree with ornaments, why naot collect
vintage mercury bulb ornaments, which
often are the same price as buying them in
Kmart or some other store,

“If you're on a budget, buy reqular cur-
lains and add some vintage fabric to the
top or bottom or buy a vinlage dress and

have it made into pillows or use an old fur

jackel to cover a pillow. All of these items

can then be passed on to someone laler on.

‘I'm still passionale about design and
happiest when | can be super creative and
work with artists and artisans.”

Glass wall
decorina
3,000-5qUare
foot Central
Park West
apartment in
New York.
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